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1st International Conference EuroBioNethics
Fritz Jahr and European Roots of Bioethics: 
Establishing an International Scholar’s Network
In	Rijeka	and	Opatija,	11–12	March	2011,	we	witnessed	a	special	academic	
and	cultural	event:	conference	on	the	problems	of	bioethics.	Let	us	say	in	the	





In	 the	 greeting	 words	 on	 behalf	 of	 the	 organisers,	 Professor	Amir	Muzur	
from	the	Department	of	Social	Sciences	and	Medical	Humanities	at	Faculty	
of	Medicine,	University	of	Rijeka	pointed	out	 the	 importance	of	bioethical	









Jonjić	who	also	 stressed	out	 the	 importance	of	conference	 like	 this	 for	 the	
development	of	Croatian	science	and	 its	 recognition	 in	 the	European	 intel-
lectual	framework.
The	first	day	of	the	conference	was	structured	in	five	sessions.	In	the	first,	





























Third	 lecture	was	 given	 by	 Iva	Rinčić	 under	 the	 title	 “European	 bioethics	
institutionalization	 in	 theory	 and	 practice”, in	 which	 author	 tried	 to	 show	
the	role	of	institutions	in	modern	European	society,	as	well	as	to	explain	the	
process	of	 institutionalization	as	a	process	of	establishing	different	norma-



































First	 afternoon	 session,	 named	“European	 culture,	 philosophy,	 and	 science	











by	Hrvoje	 Jurić	 in	which	he	has	 considered	 Jonas’	 ethics	 of	 responsibility	
and	attempt	to	establish	a	philosophical	biology	which	were	both	the	mark	
on	 the	path	of	developing	 integrative philosophy of life in	centre	of	which	
stands	ethically	connoted	philosophy	of	nature,	based	both	on	the	results	of	
contemporary	natural	 sciences	 and	 theological	 speculations.	Unfortunately,	
the	third	lecture	“Bioethics	and	anthropological	medicine:	the	early	history” 
was	not	held	because	the	author	Fernando	Lolas	Stipke	was	not	able	to	attend	



















Grand	Hotel	Četiri opatijska cvijeta in	Opatija,	included	discussion	on vari-
ous	topics,	moderated	by	Amir	Muzur	and	Hans-Martin	Sass,	and	presenta-
tion	of	many	current	activities.	The	most	important	thing	was	discussion	on	
the	Rijeka Declaration on the Future of Bioethics for which	the	all	the	partici-
pants	agreed	to	be	written	and	signed	as	an	important	intellectual	marker	on	
the	path	towards	European	bioethics.
To	sum	up,	the	conference	was	very	successful	event	which	has	most	certain-
ly	collected	many	bioethical	thinkers	from	around	the	world	and	has	contrib-
uted	in	making	European	bioethics	a	visible	marking	on	the	world	bioethical	
map.
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